
APPENDIX 1 - INSCRIPTIONS FOR SIGN FACES 
 
This Appendix shows the shapes of the letters, numbers, and symbols used in inscriptions for sign 
faces  

 
 

Figure 1.  Sign Legend Characters and Numeral for Size 1, 2, and 3 Signs 
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Figure 2.  Sign Legend Characters and Numeral for Size 1, 2, and 3 Signs 
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Figure 3.  Sign Legend Characters and Numeral 1 for Size 1, 2, and 3 Signs 
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Figure 4.  Numerals for Size 1,2, and 3 Signs 
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Figure 5.  Dot, Arrow, and Dash 

 
 

a)  The arrow stroke width, diameter of the dot, and both the width and 
 length of the dash must be proportional to the character stroke width defined 
 in Table III. 
 
(b)  The dimensions of the arrow, without regard to its orientation, must 
remain the same for all  sign types.  
 
(c)  The minimum spacing between a letter or numeral and a dash, dot, or arrow 
must be 4 inches.    
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Table 1.  Letter to Letter Code Number 

Following Letter  
Preceding 

Letter 
B,  D,  E,  F,   
H,  I,  K,  L,   
M,  N,  P,  R,   

U 

C,  G,  O   
G,  S,  X,   

Z 

A,  J,  T, 
V,  W,  Y 

A 2 2 4 
B 1 2 2 
C 2 2 3 
D 1 2 2 
E 2 2 3 
F 2 2 3 
G 1 2 2 
H 1 1 2 
I 1 1 2 
J 1 1 2 
K 2 2 3 
L 2 2 4 
M 1 1 2 
N 1 1 2 
O 1 1 2 
P 1 2 2 
R 1 2 2 
S 1 2 2 
T 2 2 4 
U 1 1 2 
V 2 2 4 
W 2 2 4 
X 2 2 3 
Y 2 2 4 
Z 2 2 3 

 
a.  To determine the proper space between letters or numerals, obtain the code number from Table 2 
or 3.  

  
b.  Use the code number and Table 7 to find the desired letter or numeral height. 
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Table 2.  Numeral to Numeral Code Number 

Following Letter  
Preceding 
Numeral 

1,  5 2,  3,  6,   
8,  9,  0   

4,  7 

1 1 1 2 
2 1 2 2 
3 1 2 2 
4 2 2 4 
5 1 2 2 
6 1 2 2 
7 2 2 4 
8 1 2 2 
9 1 2 2 
0 1 2 2 

 
 

 
              

Table 3.  Width of Strokes 

 
 

 
 

Letter Weight 
              (in.)                             (mm)                   

Stroke Width 
              (in.)                             (mm)            

12 304.8 1.88 47.8 
15 381.0 2.35 59.7 
18 457.2 2.81 71.4 
25 635.0 3.53 89.5 
40 1000.0 5.64 143.3 

Dimensions may be rounded to the nearest 1/16-inch (0.0625) or 1.6 mm. 
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Table 4.  Width of Letters 

Letter Height  
 

 
Letter 

12 in. (300 mm) 
 
 

    (in.)          (mm)     

15 in. (380 mm) 
 
 

    (in.)          (mm)    

18 in. (460 mm) 
 
 

    (in.)           (mm)     
A 10.03 254.8 12.55 318.8 15.06 382.5 
B 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 
C 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 
D 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 
E 7.31 185.7 9.14 232.2 10.97 278.6 
F 7.31 185.7 9.14 232.2 10.97 278.6 
G 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 
H 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 
I 1.88 47.8 2.35 59.7 2.81 71.4 
J 7.50 190.5 9.38 238.3 11.25 285.8 
K 8.25 209.6 10.32 262.1 13.38 314.5 
L 7.31 185.7 9.14 232.2 10.97 278.6 
M 9.28 235.7 11.61 294.9 13.94 354.1 
N 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 
O 8.44 214.4 10.55 268.0 12.66 321.6 
P 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 
Q 8.44 214.4 10.55 268.0 12.66 321.6 
R 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 
S 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 
T 7.31 185.7 9.14 232.2 10.97 278.6 
U 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 
V 9.00 228.6 11.25 285.8 13.50 342.9 
W 10.50 266.7 13.13 333.5 15.75 400.1 
X 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 
Y 10.12 257.0 12.66 321.6 15.19 385.8 
Z 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 

Dimensions may be rounded to the nearest 1/16-inch (0.0625) or 1.6 mm. 
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Table 5.  Width of Numerals 

Numeral Height 
 
Numeral 

12 in.  (300 
mm) 
  (in.)      (mm) 

15 in.  (380 mm)
  (in.)         (mm) 

18 in. (460 
mm) 
  (in.)       
(mm) 

25 in.  (635 
mm) 
  (in.)       
(mm) 

40 in.  (1000 
mm) 
  (in.)        (mm) 

1 2.91 73.9 3.65 92.5 4.38 111.3 5.08 129.0 8.12 206.2 
2 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 13.7 348.0 21.88 555.8 
3 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 13.7 348.0 21.88 555.8 
4 8.81 223.8 11.02 279.9 13.22 335.8 15.23 386.8 24.36 618.7 
5 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 13.7 348.0 21.88 555.8 
6 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 13.7 348.0 21.88 555.8 
7 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 13.7 348.0 21.88 555.8 
8 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 13.7 348.0 21.88 555.8 
9 8.06 204.7 10.08 256.0 12.09 307.1 13.7 348.0 21.88 555.8 
0 8.44 214.4 10.55 268.0 12.66 321.6 14.4 365.0 23.12 587.2 

 
Dimensions may be rounded to the nearest 1/16-inch (0.0625) or 1.6 mm. 

 
 
 
 

 

Table 6.  Letter and Numeral Spacing 

Space measured horizontally from the extreme right edge of the preceding letter or 
numeral to the extreme left edge of the following letter or numeral. 

Letter or Numeral Height 
Code  
Number 
(See  
Table  
I or II) 
 

 
12 in. 

(300 mm) 
 
 
  (in.)      (mm) 

 
15 in.   

(380 mm) 
  
 
 (in.)         (mm) 

 
18 in.  

(460 mm) 
 
 
  (in.)       
(mm) 

 
25 in.  

 (635 mm) 
 
 
  (in.)       (mm) 

 
40 in.  

 (1000 mm) 
 
 
  (in.)        (mm) 

1 2.81 71.4 3.52 89.4 4.22 107.2 5.14 130.6 8.22 208.8 
2 2.25 57.2 2.82 71.6 3.38 85.9 4.23 107.4 6.76 171.7 
3 1.50 38.1 1.88 47.8 2.25 57.2 3.03 77.0 4.84 122.9 
4 0.75 19.1 0.94 23.9 1.12 28.4 1.40 35.6 2.24 56.9 

Dimensions may be rounded to the nearest 1/16-inch (0.0625) or 1.6 mm. 
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Table 7.  Spacing for Borders and Message Dividers (Lighted Signs) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter or Numeral Height 
 
12 in. (300 mm)  

 
15 in. (380mm) 

 
18 in. (460 mm) 

 
25 in. (640 mm) 

 
40 in. (1020 mm) 

Minimum horizontal spacing between legend and border (or sign edge, if no border.) 
In. mm in. mm in. Mm in. mm In. mm 

1.50 38.1 2.00 50.8 2.50 63.5 3.00 76.2 4.00 101.6 
 

Minimum Horizontal spacing between legend and border for Type L-858L, taxiway location signs, 
that contain a single character.  Not applicable for 25 in. or 40 in. letters. 

In. mm in. mm in. Mm in. mm In. mm 
3.00 76.2 3.50 88.9 4.00 101.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Minimum horizontal spacing between legend and border (or sign edge, if no border) for types L-858R 
or L-858L, runway location signs, that contain a single digit.  Not applicable for 25 in. or 40 in. 
letters.   

in. mm in. mm in. Mm in. mm In. mm 
6.00 152.4 6.50 165.1 7.00 177.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
 
Minimum horizontal spacing between legend and message divider.  Not applicable for 25 in. or 40 in. 
letters. 

in. mm in. mm in. Mm in. mm In. mm 
3.00 76.2 3.50 88.9 4.00 101.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Dimensions may be rounded to the nearest 1/16-inch (0.0625) or 1.6 mm. 



APPENDIX 1 - INSCRIPTIONS FOR SIGN FACES 
 
 

 
Table 8.  Spacing for Borders and Message Dividers (Unlighted Signs) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter or Numeral Height 
12 in.  (300 mm) 15 in.  (380 mm) 18 in.  (460 mm) 

Minimum horizontal spacing between legend and border (or sign edge, if no border.) 
in. mm in. mm in. mm 

1.50 38.1 2.00 50.8 2.5 63.5 
 
 
Minimum Horizontal spacing between legend and border for type L-858L, taxiway location signs, 
that contain a single character. 

in. mm in. mm in. mm 
3.00 76.2 3.50 88.9 4.0 101.6 

 

Minimum Horizontal spacing between legend and border (or sign edge, if no border) for types  
L-858R or L-858L, runway location signs, that contain a single digit.  

in. mm in. mm in. mm 
6.00 152.4 6.5 165.1 7.00 177.8 

 
 
Minimum horizontal spacing between legend and message divider. 

in. mm in. mm in. mm 
3.00 76.2 3.50 88.9 4.0 101.6 

Dimensions may be rounded to the nearest 1/16-inch (0.0625) or 1.6 mm. 
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Figure 6.  Numerals for Size 4 and 5 Signs 



APPENDIX 2 - SIGN LEGENDS 
 
 
 
This Appendix shows the dimensions for runway safety area/OFZ, runway approach boundary, ILS 
critical area, and no entry sign. 

Figure 7.  Runway Safety Area/OFZ and Runway Approach Boundary Sign  

 

Table 9.  Dimensions for Runway Safety Area/OFZ and Runway Approach Boundary Change 

Sign Elements Size 1 Size 2 Size 3 

 (in.) (mm) (in.) (mm) (in.) (mm) 
Legend Height 9.0 228.8 12.0 304.8 15.0 381.0 
Legend Length 57.5 1460.5 73.0 1854.2 84.0 2133.6 
Stroke Width 1.29 32.8 1.72 43.7 2.14 54.4 
Dash Length 7.18 182.4 9.12 231.6 10.5 266.7 

Dimensions may be rounded to the nearest 1/16-inch (0.0625) or 1.6 mm. 
 

Notes: 
 
(a) Legend length may vary ± 2 inches (50.8 mm). 
 
(b) Vertical spacing between bars must be equal to the stroke width. 
 
(c) Horizontal spacing between dashes must be equal to the dash length. 
 
(d) Dash length and horizontal spacing must vary proportionally to legend length. 
 
(e) The yellow background of the boundary sign should not extend beyond the ends of the solid 
horizontal bars. 



 
APPENDIX 2 - SIGN LEGENDS 

 

Figure 8.  ILS Critical Area Boundary Sign 

 
 
 
 

Table 10.  Dimensions for ILS Critical Area Boundary Signs 

Sign Elements Size 1 Size 2 Size 3 

 (in.) (mm) (in.) (mm) (in.) (mm) 
Legend Height 9.0 228.8 12.0 304.8 15.0 381.0 
Legend Length 30.0 762.0 36.0 914.4 42.0 1066.8 
Stroke Width 1.29 32.8 1.72 43.7 2.14 54.4 

Dimensions may be rounded to the nearest 1/16-inch (0.0625) or 1.6 mm. 

   

Notes: 
 
(a) Legend length may vary ± 2 inches (50.8 mm.) 
 
(b) The space within a pair of vertical bars must be equal to the stroke width. 
 
(c) The space between each pair of vertical bars must vary proportionally to legend length. 
 

(d) The yellow background of the boundary signs should not extend beyond the ends of the horizontal 
bars. 
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Figure 9.  No Entry Sign 

 
 

 

Table 11.  Dimensions for No Entry Signs 

Sign Elements Size 1 Size 2 Size 3 

 (in.) (mm) (in.) (mm) (in.) (mm) 
Minimum Legend 

Panel Length 
 

24.0 
 

609.6 
 

32.0 
 

812.8 
 

40.0 
 

1016.0 
Outer Radius 7.35 186.7 9.75 247.7 12.2 309.9 
Inner Radius 6.05 153.7 7.95 201.9 10.0 254.0 
Dash Length 9.3 236.2 12.4 315.0 15.5 393.7 
Dash Width 2.0 50.8 2.7 68.6 3.3 83.8 

Dimensions may be rounded to the nearest 1/16-inch (0.0625) or 1.6 mm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
APPENDIX 3 - SIGN ARRAYS (LIGHTED SIGNS) 
 
This Appendix represents typical installations of signs containing multiple message elements and sign 
types. 
 
Figures are examples only and not drawn to scale. 

 
 
 

Figure 10.  Lighted Sign Array Examples 

Figure 1.  Type L-858Y Direction Sign which contains three message elements separated by message divid-
ers.  On modular signs, the message dividers may be coincident with panel joints.  Figure not drawn to scale.

Figure 2.  Sign array which contains two type L-858Y Direction Signs separated by a Type L-858L Taxiway Lo
cation Sign.  The Type L-858Y sign on the right contains two message elements separated by a message divider.

Margin
Border

Frame
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Figures are examples only and not drawn to scale. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 11.  Lighted Sign Array Examples 

 
 
 
 
 

Sign array (multiple signs) which contains a Type L-858L taxiway location sign and L-858R runway 
holding position signs.  

Type L-858R sign array containing two message elements.  Note 
black outline on L-858R white legend.  When multiple lighted signs 
are used, the separation between legend panels is 3 to 12 in. (76 to 
305 mm). 

 



 
APPENDIX 4 - SIGN ARRAYS (UNLIGHTED SIGNS) 
 
Figures are examples only and not drawn to scale. 

 
 
This Appendix represents typical installations of signs containing multiple message elements and sign 

 types.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Note the radius on sign corners (paragraph 3.2.6.5(i) and square corners on L-858L border.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 12.  Unlighted Sign Array Examples 

A D E   D 

Sign array composed of multiple signs, which contains a Type L-858L taxiway location sign and an L-
858R runway holding position sign.  
 

Sign array, which contains two Type L-858Y direction signs separated by a Type L-858L taxiway location 
sign.  The Type L-858Y signs on the right contain two message elements separated by a message divider.  
When multiple signs are used, the separation between legend panels for unlighted signs is 3 to 6 inches (76 
to 152 mm). 



APPENDIX 5 - ONE-HALF RUNWAY DISTANCE REMAINING SIGN 
 
Figures are examples only and not drawn to scale. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 13.   One-Half Distance Remaining Sign, Type L-858H 

 
Note:  Type L858H signs may not be used in combination with L-858B, Runway Distance 
Remaining signs. 
 
 
 

30 in. 

30 in.



 
 
APPENDIX 6 - DOT MATRIX RUNWAY DISTANCE REMAINING SIGN 
 
Figures are examples only and not drawn to scale. 

 
 
 

Figure 14.  Runway Distance Remaining Sign, Type L-858B, L-858B(a) Dot Matrix 

 
 

Note:  Sign must be Size 4 or 5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Runway Distance Remaining Fiber Optic 

 



APPENDIX 7 - TAXIWAY ENDING MARKERS (UNLIGHTED SIGNS) 
 
Figures are examples only and not drawn to scale. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 15.  Type L-858L, 72.0 Inch Taxiway Ending Marker Signs 

  
 

Note radius on corners, see 
para. 3.2.6.5(i) 



 
 
APPENDIX 7 - TAXIWAY ENDING MARKERS (UNLIGHTED SIGNS) 
 
Figures are examples only and not drawn to scale. 
 
 

 

 

Figure 16.  Type L-858L, 48.0 Inch Taxiway Ending Marker 

 


